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PANEL DISCUSSION AT UM ADDRESSES CONCERN FOR HEALTHIER FORESTS 
MISSOULA-
The Environmental Action Community and the Environmental Studies Program at The 
University of Montana will sponsor a Healthy Forest Initiative panel discussion titled 
“Thinning the Debate.” The event will take place from 6:30-8:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 
14, in the North Underground Lecture Hall at UM.
The Healthy Forest and Restoration Act was passed in December 2003 and created a 
great deal of confusion about its goals and expected effects. The law’s objective is to reduce an 
abundance of fuels in forests where unusually high fuel accumulations have occured, thereby 
reducing fire hazards around at-risk communities. Commercial logging was proposed to help 
conpensate for the cost of the work.
The panel discussion aims to clear up confusion regarding how the Healthy Forest 
Initiative will be implemented. Questions to be addressed include: Is one treatment being 
applied to a variable landscape? Where will fuel thinning be concentrated? How much thinning 
will take place near urban areas versus in rural areas? How will citizen concerns about these 
projects be accommodated? What changes can we expect to see in our forests as a result of the 
initiative?
The discussion panel comprises Mark Rey, U.S. Forest Service; Ron Wakimoto, UM
-more-
040804thin—2
College of Forestry and Conservation; Tom Power, UM Department of Economics, and 
Matthew Koehler, Native Forest Network.
The event is free and open to the public. For information call David Mildrexler of the 
Environmental Action Community at (406) 728-1110.
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